INFO FOR OWNERS OF PROPERTY IN OR NEAR FLOOD HAZARD AREAS

Tropical Storm Ariene
provided good prep test

Dear fellow Biloxian:

Here we are, barely a month into the 2005 hurricane
season, and we've already faced the threat of a tropical
storm threatening our community.

Tropical Storm Arlene provided a good opportunity

for property owners to make sure
they’re taking prudent steps to protect
their property from flooding.

This newsletter, in fact, is being sent
to owners of property that is in or near
the so-called 100-year floodplain, as
noted in FEMA’s National Flood

Insurance Rate Map.

The 100-year-floodplain includes areas that FEMA
says have a 1 percent chance of flooding each year. As
part of the city’s FEMA-mandated outreach efforts, each
year we provide information to make property owners
aware of steps they can take to protect their property
from flooding.

We distribute a newsletter specifically to those in the
floodplain areas, and we also distribute an annual
newsletter to residents citywide, which you should be
seeing in a few weeks.

Our goal here is two-fold: to make you aware of the
dangers of flooding and what you can do to prevent or
reduce damage, and to help reduce the price that you
pay for flood insurance.

I’'m proud that we've been successful on both fronts.
Our efforts have helped remind longtime residents and
educate newcomers about the dangers of flooding, and,
as a result of these efforts, Biloxi residents have seen a
15 percent decrease in the cost of flood insurance over
the past several years.

But we must continue the efforts.

I hope that you’ll read over the information in this
newsletter and the information in the one that you'll be
receiving in a few weeks. And I hope that you'll take
the appropriate action to minimize the risk you face.

A.]. Holloway, Mayor

News you can use

Inside this newsletter, you’ll find important information on

these topics:
® The local flood hazard
e Flood safety recommendations
® Property protection measures
® Where to hear flood warning bulletins
® The importance of floodplains
® The importance of flood insurance

Before you huild, make sure
to obtain proper permits

As the owner of property that has been determined to be in or near a
floodplain, it’s vitally important that you adhere to the city’s building
codes, which include specific requirements regarding any construction in a
floodplain or in flood hazard areas.

Abiding by the regulations and securing the proper permits will help
ensure that work meets established building codes and that construction
will be better able to withstand most weather conditions.

To make sure that your plans are within code, a building permit must be
obtained from the City of Biloxi Building Division before you build, alter,
regrade or fill on your property.

For work under $500, there is no fee for the permit. New buildings in the
floodplain must be protected from flood damage. Biloxi’s building code
requires that new buildings must be elevated one foot above the base or
100-year flood level.

(You can see the floodplain map online by clicking on the Storm &
Flood link on the city’s website at http://biloxi.ms.us, or you can view the
Flood Insurance Rate Map at any branch of the Biloxi Public Library or in
the Community Development Department, which is in the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Municipal Building on MLK Boulevard.)

The code also requires all “substantial” improvements or repairs from
damage to a building be treated as new construction. A substantial
improvement or repair is one in which the value of an addition, alteration,
repair or reconstruction project equals or exceeds 50 percent of the total
value of the building.

The most important thing to remember: Before you begin any
construction, contact the city’s Building Division at 435-6270 or via e-mail
at building@biloxi.ms.us. Qualified staff can help make sure that your
project complies with building codes.



Flood maps and flood protection references are available at any Biloxi library or the Building Division at the Community Development

Office on Martin Luther King Boulevard. For answers to questions about flood hazards in your area, you may contact the Building Division
at 435-6270 or at building@biloxi.ms.us. They can also provide information such as, flood elevations or depths, and data on history of
flooding where available. The Public Works Department will provide site visits upon request to discuss flooding problems and explain ways
to stop or prevent flooding. You can contact the Public Works Department at 435-6271 or at rsullivan@biloxi.ms.us.

The City of Biloxi depends on your cooperation and assistance. This is what you can do:

® Do not dump or throw anything into ditches or streams. Dumping into ditches and streams is in violation of City of Biloxi Ordinance Sec.
9-1-15. A plugged channel cannot carry water properly.

e Please do your part to keep the banks of ditches clear of brush and debris.

e [f you see dumping or debris in ditches or streams, please contact our Public Works Department at 435-6271 or at rsullivan@biloxi.ms.us.

e Check with the Building Division before you build on, alter, regrade or fill your property. A permit may be needed to ensure that projects
do not impact your neighbor’s property.

e If you see building or filling without a city permit sign posted, please contact the Building Division at 435-6270 or via e-mail at
building@biloxi.ms.us.

The City of Biloxi has adopted regulations and permit procedures to control development in flood hazard areas. The regulations require that
new buildings be elevated one foot above the base flood elevations. The City of Biloxi along with the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) require if additions, remodeling or repairs to an existing structure equals or exceeds 50 percent of the building’s market value the
entire structure must meet the same requirements of a new construction and be elevated one foot above the base flood elevation.
Substantially damaged buildings must also be brought up to the same standards. Persons planning to build in a flood hazard area must consult
with the Building official prior to beginning any construction.

Stav in “Ie Ioon Flood Hazard

Your property is in or near a Special Flood Hazard Area, and hopefully the following
vear ’round information will help you prepare for a flooding situation. The City of Biloxi is

naturally subject to flooding caused by Hurricane Storm Surge and heavy rains. During
storm surge and heavy rain events, natural and manmade drainage systems are

overloaded, subjecting areas of the city to flooding. In Biloxi, property damage and loss
of life are possible results of flooding.

Why wait until a storm approaches to get
timely information about your city? You can
get regular e-mail news about city projects

and initiatives, special events, and agendas Major flood producing storms that have affected Biloxi since 1969 include:
for public meetings. And you can get it now e Hurricane Camille ¢ Hurricane Frederic

— delivered to you for free and on a regular e Hurricane Elena ¢ Hurricane Georges

basis. It’s all part of the City of Biloxi’s e Tropical Storm Allison e Tropical Storm Isidore

online efforts that include a Weekly
Briefing, which is delivered each Friday, and
“Hot News” e-mails about other events or
issues of interest.

Hurricanes and tropical storms are most prevalent from June 1 through Nov. 30 with
August and September being months of greatest risk. Winter and spring storms can
bring heavy winds and rains that overload drainage systems and cause flooding.

Biloxi Flood Hazard Area Maps are available at the Building Division or in any Biloxi
public library.

Sign up at http://biloxi.ms.us. Click on the
box that says “Are you in the loop?”

Flood Safety

The force of floodwaters is easily underestimated. Special Flood Hazard Area residents
can avoid potential injury from flooding by following these recommendations:

¢ Do not walk through flood waters; currents can be deceptive

¢ Do not drive through a flooded area or around barriers

¢ Avoid power lines and electrical wires

e Turn off electric circuits and disconnect switches
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