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RECORD OF DECISION

Federal Highway Administration
In Cooperation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the U. S. Coast Guard,
and the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

FHWA-MS-EIS-03-01-ROD
PROJECT GAI-024-(002)
THE EAST HARRISON COUNTY CONNECTOR
Harrison County, Mississippi.

May 28, 2003
Decision

The project is for the construction of a limited access expressway. Alternative H
is the selected alternative. The East Harrison County Connector is a north/south
route connecting the Woolmarket Interchange (exit 41) on Interstate 10 with U.S.
Highway 90 just to the west of its intersection with Veterans Avenue. The length

of the project is approximately four miles. The project will be a multi-lane divided,
interstate-like roadway, located in Harrison County, City of Biloxi, Mississippi.

Alternatives Considered

Selection of the Preferred Alternative, Alternative H, was the result of an analysis
of the No Build Alternative when compared to some twelve new alignment

- alternatives located throughout the project area. Analysis of these alternatives
included studies of potential environmental and social consequences of each
alternative=s development, the estimated costs of constructing each alternative,
and the ways each alternative will affect the operational efficiency of the area=s
roadway network. Alternative H was found to provide the best solutions to
identified project needs while, in-comparison to other buildable alternatives,
avoiding and minimizing effects on the natural and human environment.

The geographic area studied was fairly constrained. The study was seeking a
north/south route to relieve congestion and improve the traffic flow between
Interstate 10 and U.S. Highway 90 at the Gulf of Mexico. Interstate 10 and U.S.
Highway 90 are approximately four miles apart in the study area. The study area
is bordered to the west by Cowan/Lorraine Road, a four and five lane north/south
route under construction. On the east it is bordered by Interstate 110, a

north/south interstate route. The width of the study area from east to west is
approximately eight miles.

In the four mile by eight mile study area there are large numbers of cultural and
natural impediments to the construction of a new highway. These include:
important salt marshes; the Tchoutacabouffa River; the Back Bay of Biloxi;
habitat for several endangered species; many historic sites; several parks; golf
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courses; neighborhoods; churches; schools; Beauvoir, the Jefferson Davis
Home; Keesler Air force Base; the Biloxi Coliseum; a large Veterans
Administration Medical Center, part of which is on the National Register of
Historic Places; a national military cemetery; and the public Harrison County
Sand Beach. These constraints severely limited the choices for a highway
location in the study area. The project development team looked for every
feasible place they could find to construct a new highway. Alternative H, the
selected alternative, is the only alternative that both satisfies the project’s
purpose and need and will not have an unavoidable and irreversible adverse
effect on one or more.of these important resources.

Because of the constraints in the study area, the only places the project
development team could find to get from the south side of the Back Bay of Biloxi
to U.S. Highway 90 were immediately to the east or to the west side of Hiller
Park. These are the variants of the F and H alternatives. Alternatives H and H-1
compare favorably to each other, but Alternative H-1 would require the use of
property from the Keesler Air Force Base abandoned landfill and sludge disposal
site. This site is currently stable and should not be disturbed. In addition,
Alternative H-1 would displace more businesses, cost more, and affect more
wetlands than Alternative H. Alternative H-1 would take land from the public
Harrison County Sand Beach which is protected under Section 4(f) (49 U.S.C.
303). While Alternative H displaces more housing than Alternative H-1, about
forty percent of the housing displaced by Alternative H is Keesler Air Force Base
Housing rather than privately owned housing. The project has been closely
coordinated with Keesler Air Force Base and the EIS commits to replace the

military housing to the satisfaction of Keesler Air Force Base. Keesler Air Force
Base prefers Alternative H.

Another decision to be made was whether to connect the new highway to
Interstate 10 at the existing Woolmarket Interchange or at the existing Cedar
Lake Interchange. Alternative F connects with Cedar Lake. Alternative H
connects with Woolmarket. The reason for selecting the Woolmarket
Interchange instead of the Cedar Lake Interchange is probably best summarized

in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s March 31, 2003, comment on the
Final EIS:

“Alternative F was eliminated due to lack of connectivity northward
to Highway 67 and adverse visual effects on the historic view shed
of the Biloxi Veterans Affairs Medical Center (Section 4f resource).
In addition, should the project extend north of I-110 [from Cedar
Lake] in the future, there would be adverse environmental impacts
on the portion of the Tchoutacabouffa River (TR) designated as a
wild and scenic river and the immediate surrounding area which is

relatively undeveloped and pristine. . . . Every effort should be
made to avoid and or minimize future development in these critical
environmental areas.”
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Alternative H was also the alternative receiving the most favorable comments
from the citizens attending the public meetings and hearings. It has the
endorsement, although not unanimous, of the Citizen’s Corridor Committee.
Alternative H has been endorsed by the City of Biloxi and is preferred by Keesler
Air Force Base and the Veterans Administration Medical Center.

As a result of input from the public and from the Gulf Regional Planning
Commission, one alternative outside the study area was considered. This was
the Oak Street Connector. This connector would require a hew interchange on
Interstate 10 between the existing Interstate 110 interchange and the existing
MS 609 interchange. From that new interchange the Oak Street Connector
would carry traffic south to U.S. 90 along Oak Street to the Grand Casino Biloxi.
This alternative has several major flaws. Among them are: there is not enough
room between the existing Interstate 110 interchange and the existing MS 609
interchange for another interchange; the alternative would displace a large
number of residences, two churches, a Buddhist temple, and potentially portions
of the Grand Casino; the alternative would have a disproportionately negative
effect on an ethnic Vietnamese neighborhood; the alternative would not
adequately relieve future traffic congestion on Interstate 110; and the alternative
would have extremely high construction costs. For these reasons, the Oak Street
Connector was dismissed from further consideration.

Some of the public as well as some of the members of the project’s Citizens
Corridor Committee favored an alternative that would not be an interstate-like
freeway. They preferred a ground level connector with fairly unlimited access to
a fully controlled limited access freeway. This concept was studied in detail. The
studies showed that without interstate-like access controls, such a highway
would not have an acceptable level of service. In addition, over time it would lead
to an unacceptable degradation of the level of service of existing Interstate 110.

The concept was dismissed, because it did not meet the project’s purpose and
need.

From the alternatives considered, the Final Environmental Impact Statement
(FEIS) is required to identify the environmentally preferred alternative. The
environmentally preferred alternative is the alternative that causes the least
damage to the biological and physical environment. While there is no
requirement that the environmentally preferred alternative be selected, the
reasons for not selecting it must be disclosed.

Alternative G-1 is the environmentally preferred alternative. Alternative G-1

would impact the smallest amount of wetlands and have the least affect on
natural habitats. Alternative G-1 was not selected, because it would have a
substantial impact on Keesler Air Force Base and would isolate the western
portion of the main base complex from the remainder of the facility. This would
have a negative impact on the mission of Keesler Air Force Base. Keesler Air
Force Base opposes this alternative, and it could not be constructed without their
active support. Alternative G-1 would also negatively impact the historical view
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shed of the Veterans Administration Medical Center and use land from the public
Harrison County Sand Beach. These facilities are both protected by Section 4(f)
(49 U.S.C. 303). For programs and projects administered by the U.S.
Department of Transportation, alternatives that would use land from properties
protected by Section 4(f) (49 U.S.C. 303) cannot be selected when there is a
feasible and prudent alternative that does not.

The FEIS contains an adequately detailed discussion of the following: purpose
and need for the proposed action, probable impact of the proposed action,
alternatives, unavoidable adverse environmental effects, short-term vs. long-term
benefits, irreversible and irretrievable commitments of resources, mitigation, and
measures to minimize environmental harm. The proposal conforms with the
State=s air quality implementation plan and the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards.

Seétion 4(f)

No lands described in Section 4(f) (49 U.S.C. 303)--publicly owned parks, public
recreational areas, significant historic sites, or wildlife refuges--will be required in
order to construct this project on Alternative H. All other identified buildable
alternatives would require the use of properties protected by Section 4(f) (49
U.S.C. 303). The provisions of 26 CFR 800 (Protection of Historic Properties)
have been fulfilled.

Environmental Justice

This project will not have an adverse or disproportionate effect on minority or low
income populations.

Agency and Public Coordination

The FEIS has been coordinated with appropriate local, state, and Federal ‘
agencies and also made available for public comments and at the public hearing.
The U.S. Department of Defense, Department of the Air Force, Keesler Air Force
Base; The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency; the U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs; the U.S. Coast Guard; the
National Marine Fisheries Service; the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; the
Mississippi Department of Marine Resources; and the Mississippi Department of
Wildlife Fisheries and Parks were closely mvolved in the development of the EIS
and played important roles in the decision making process. The U. S.

Department of Veterans Affairs; the U.S. Coast Guard; and the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers are formal cooperating agencies. The commentsreceived from
agencies and from the public have been adequately addressed in the FEIS.

The development of this project was coordinated closely with the general public

through a series of public meetings and a formal public hearing. When
Alternative H is compared to the other alternatives studied, the proposal appears
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to be well accepted, without significant opposition from the general public; and,
therefore, is not considered controversial.

The City of Biloxi formed a Citizen’s Corridor Committee to advise the City, the
Federal Highway Administration, and the Mississippi Department of
Transportation about the concerns of various constituents within the city about
the proposed project. The project development team worked closely with the
Citizen’s Corridor Committee as the project was developed. In addition to the
regular public meetings and the public hearing, the project development team
met with the Citizen’s Corridor Committee over a dozen times. They provided
very useful information about the concerns of the citizens of Biloxi, and their work
is greatly appreciated. In the end the committee voted to support Alternative H.
There were dissenting opinions. Some members of the committee still prefer one
or more low level boulevards with less restricted access. The project studies
convinced the project development team. and the majority of the Citizen’s
Corridor Committee that construction to less than interstate standards would
result in a level of service that would not satisfy the project’s purpose and needs.

Measures to Minimize Harm

All practicable measures to minimize environmental harm were incorporated in
the planning of the proposed action. Measures to minimize harm are as follows.

1. Specific Environmental Commitments: Specific environmental
commitments are outlined at the beginning of the Final EIS on yellow sheets
entitted MDOT Commitments to Environmental Excellence. These commitments
are binding on the Mississippi Department of Transportation and on the Federal
Highway Administration and are incorporated into this Record of Decision by
reference. There are eight pages of these commitments.

2. Relocation Assistance: The acquisition and relocation assistance program
will be conducted in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and
Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended, and relocation

resources will be available to all residential and business relocatees without
discrimination.

3. Water Quality: Water quality standards will be complied with by individual
contractors. The Mississippi Department of Transportation, Office of Highway=s,
Standard Specifications and plans contain provisions for preventing and abating
the pollution of streams and water bodies. These provisions were identified as
Best Management Practices by the Mississippi Bureau of Pollution Control in the
development of its Area Wide Waste Treatment Plan required under Section 208
of the Federal Water Pollution Act.

Any additional requirements placed by the Bureau of Pollution Control will be
included in the Plans and Specifications for the project. Compliance with the
Best Management Practices, permits, and the requirements placed by the
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Bureau of Pollution Control will insure that project activities do not contribute to a
significant deterioration of water quality.

5. Wetlands

The FEIS commits to avoid wetland effects where practicable and to minimize
wetland effects in all locations.

Mitigation of Wetland Effects

Wetlands mitigation will be coordinated with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Wetland mitigation is anticipated either to

be out of the Mississippi Department of Transportation’s coastal wetlands banks
or on site.

6. Wildlife Habitat: No adverse effect on any threatened or endangered
species is anticipated.- Surveys for such species will be conducted again prior to
construction and coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the
National Marine Fisheries Service.

7. Visual and Aesthetic Consequences:

In order to lessen visual effects, attempts will be made to blend the proposed
project into the surrounding area in a pleasing and compatible way. Aesthetics
will be a consideration in project design. One of the project commitments is to
allow public input into the aesthetics of the bridge design and to implement

context sensitive solutions to potential impacts on the view shed of the Back Bay
of Biloxi -

8. Effects related to Construction: The contractor will be required to control
erosion on all projects to the fullest extent practicable. The contractor will be

required to submit a project erosion control plan for approval prior to beginning
work. Waste, loose soil, or other materials removed from the roadway or other

areas will not be deposited into wetlands. The contractor will not be allowed to
obstruct or pollute streams.

Disposal of land clearing waste, construction debris, excavation materials, and
residue from permitted controlled burning of solid waste will be disposed of in

accordance with MDOT Standard Specifications and state and local solid waste
regulations.

During construction, there is potential for noise impacts to be greater than those
resulting from normal traffic operations. Contractors will be required to comply

with all state, federal, and local laws and regulations controlling noise and other
pollution of the environment.

Monitoring of Enforcement Program
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A determination of the extent of a formal monitoring program for wetlands
mitigation will be made during the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permitting
phase. Normal coordination during design, right-of-way acquisition, and
construction will ensure that environmental commitments are fulfilled. The

contract will contain all specifications and contract provisions needed to meet the
environmental commitments in the FEIS.

The Mississippi Department of Transportation will have an internal monitoring
and enforcement program to assure that environmental commitments found on
the yellow sheets labeled MDOT Commitments to Environmental Excellence are
-carried out. The Federal Highway Administration will assist the Mississippi
Department of Transportation in this effort.

Conclusion

The Final EIS is in conformance with the applicable provisions of 23 CFR 771,
Environmental Impact and Related Procedures, and it satisfactorily covers the-
anticipated environmental impacts, including hypsographic and cultural effects.

COMMENTS ON FEIS

Comments on the FEIS were received from the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The
reason the FEIS received so few comments from agencies is that it received
comments expressing concerns from several Federal and State Agencies at the
draft stage. The project development team worked with the commenting
agencies between the Draft EIS and the FEIS and largely resolved these
concerns to their satisfaction. How this was done is outlined in the FEIS and its
Appendices.

The comments on the FEIS by the Department of Housing and Urban
Development were not substantial. They noted that the preferred alternative,

Alternative H, would not require the acquisition of public housing and -askedt_o be
notified if that situation changed.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency withdrew most of its concerns about
the Draft EIS. Their March 31, 2003, comments on the FEIS concluded:

“Overall, the majority of EPA’s previous comments were adequately
addressed in the FEIS. The FEIS was well organized with MDOT’s
environmental commitments placed in the beginning of the
document. We also commend the effort made to provide adequate
disclosure of the environmental and social impacts associated with
the proposed project.”

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency still has some concerns about the
project’s noise impacts. The project design team is committed to attempt to
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satisfactorily address these concerns during the final design process. They
intend to involve the public in decisions about final design in order that design
solutions be sensitive to the context of the human and natural environments in
which the project will be constructed.

May 28, 2003 @ﬂ M .

Cecil W. Vick, Jr., Environmental F€am Leader
Federal Highway Administration, Mississippi Division

City of Biloxi, Mississippi | FY 2016 TIGER Grant Application



Woolmarket Gateway - Biloxi, Mississippi - Appendix E

-spoeduu SZIUITUNW 10 PIOAE 0} PajuawA{diI 3q [[IA $9019.1d JUSWASBUBIA 1S SUIPNIIUI ‘SIAMSEW PUB saanpadoad paepue)s pue [eondead [V

‘orxmonns 93pLq Y} Woy
‘(uonjonysuoo ‘uonismboe Aem VO Pue [1-6 | Auadoxd yA oy) Suissaooe
-Jo-1y3u1 ‘udrsop “o°1) soFels 109fo1d o3pug “bLv ‘TI-S azrururux 03 3osfoxd
SNOLIBA 9Y) SULIND PaULIOFIN] REDY SO X ugiso( Aempeoy se8ed SIA jonIsuod pue usiso( ¢
QOUBURJUIBIA ‘JUSTIUOITATD S Jusned I0J
(uonjonxsuoo ‘uonismboe Aem uononysuo) | VO PUe [1- | “010 ‘Jsup ‘esIou oz
-jo-1y3ur ‘udrsop “o'1) sodeys 199foxd o8pug “VLv ‘T1-S 01 Kea & ur j0afoxd
SNOLIBA 29U} SULMpP PIULIO}Idd RED SO X ugiso(q Aempeoy sa8ed SI19 1onnsuoo pue u3soq ‘7
‘K10)10m10))
‘(uonjonnsuoo ‘uonismboe Aem VYOI Pue 11-¢ [eUOTIEN V A JUdoR[pE
-yo-y3u ‘udisop “2°1) safess 1osfoxd ‘YLt “11-S o) SurAzes oFeureIp
SnoLIeA 91} SuLMp PIULIOFIo ON SO X ug1sa(J Aempeoy sa8ed SIH IoJeM 91} 9JeUIPIOO))
OINVA
a1} JO SUISIUO0D SUTMOT[O]
a1} sseIppe 0} 399lo1d
o Juoweldur pue uSisag
(Vo)
JuowaIZY JO I01U9)) [BOIPSA
‘'200C ‘v Arenigaq uo JHIN WINPUBIOWAY SITB]JY SURISIOA 9U) IO¥
o) U0 paisI] DVINA — a19[duro) ON ON [EIUSWUOIIAUY pue L% uoneuTWoN JHYN 2redaid
‘11-S 98ed ST
ymauranbayJusunImio)) Jo snye}sS | WOISIAOL sue[d IO dqisuodsay] JUAUN W O0)) sjusmaIINbay/spusunuIuIo))
[epads v | uodded Jo 3d1nog
saambay
uosmey  :Ajumo) {Z¥01/01-200-00-¥C00-v6

g Jo [98ed
700T/11/71 918 UOISIAY

T0703UH0,) AJuno,) Uosirer isey AemysTH

A(200)00-¥20-TVD :ON 10efo1g

AIUI[INXY [BIUWUOIIAU™ 0} S unImuo) 1.OdN

City of Biloxi, Mississippi | FY 2016 TIGER Grant Application



Woolmarket Gateway - Biloxi, Mississippi - Appendix E

-sjoudury oZTuIruI 10 PIoAE 0} pajuswalduy aq [4 s3onde.d Jusweseue ) )sog SwIpn[dU] ‘S3INSEIW puE saanpadoid prepue)s pue (edonoead [V

JO JusTIOAOW 3T} ‘SIS

OOUBUIIUIRIA Teusts oyFen yo Surwy

"(uononnsuoo ‘wonismboe em uS1so Aempeoy | VOJA PUB [1-§ | PU® UONED0[ U} SuIpnjout

-Jo-1ySu “udtsop “o°1) saess 109foxd Sunesurduyg oyJyel], “vL-¥ ‘T1-S ‘stwoyed olyen) Ie[NOMyoA
SnoLreA oY) SuLmp pauojIed ON sax Suruuerq soded S1H ur soSueyo SSAIPPY L

{so0®[J QLIOISTH

JO 10351397 [RUONEN

o1 U0 pajs ST} DINVA

o3 Jo uorpod ay) woxy

puej Aue o3e) 10 uorsuedxa

K1910m9)) [BUOTIEN VA

"(uononysuoo ‘uonismboe Aem uonyonysuo)) | VOIA Pue 11-§ | pesodoid syj Yim S1JIoul

-10-jy8u ‘ugisap “o°1) soFe)s 10ofoxd Ke M\ 30 YTy ‘vL-v ‘T1-S 0} jou Kem e ur joofoxd
SNOLIBA 91} SULIND POULIOJIS ON L) ugisa(g Aempeoy so8ed SId jonnsuod pue udssg ‘9

"(uonjonnsuod ‘uonisinboe Aem uononysuo)) | VO pue [1-§ ‘omjonx)s 93pLIq 9y}

-jo-y8u ‘ugtsop “o°1) saess 109foxd a3pug ‘bL-¥ ‘T1-S | Ioy SunyS1| pue uononpaI
SNOLIBA 9} SULINp POULIOJIo] ON SoX u31s9(J Aempeoy soSeq SIq | ostou ojeudoidde opiaolg ¢

‘Kiadoid v A

"(uonornsuoo ‘uonismboe Aem ooUBUSIUIERA | VO PUR 11-S oy} ojuo oFpLIq 9} WOy

-Jo-y3u ‘ugisap “o°T) soSe)s 30ofoxd a3pug ‘bL-v ‘T1-S SuLanI] Woyg s)SLIojour
SNOLIeA oy} SULIp POULIOJIo ON SO X uS1so Aempeoy so3ed SIH 1010p 0} SABM 10] JOOT “f

JuAWRIIMbay/JustmaIo)) Jo snje)S | UOISIA0Ig sue[d YO d1qIsuodsay JTIUUIWO)) sjuswrarmbayy/sjusunrauao))
epads v | wo ade[d Jo 92a1mos
soambay

g Jo 793eq
ZO0T/T1/C1 eye( UOISIASY]

moste  Auno) §Zy01/01-00-00-¥C00-16

T07050U0,) Ajuno)) wosieq 1seq :Aemysdiyg

7(Z00)00-720-IvD :ON 10afoxd

AIUI[AIXY [eIUudmUOIIAU™ O} symunImuo) TOdIN

City of Biloxi, Mississippi | FY 2016 TIGER Grant Application



Woolmarket Gateway - Biloxi, Mississippi - Appendix E

-s3oedurr SZIUTUTUI 10 PIOAE 0 pajuawa[d aq [[IA seonorad judnraSeurA] Jsog SuIpnpoUl ‘saInsedIW puE saanpadoad piepuejs pue jeondexd [V

“(uononysuod ‘uonismboe Aem
-Jo-1ySu ‘udisep “o'1) safeys j0afoxd
SNOLIBA 91} SULIMP PSULIOJIdd

“(uononysuood ‘uonismboe Aem
-jo-1yBu ‘uSisep “2'1) seFe)s 0afoxd
SNOLIBA oY) SULINp PaULIOJIod

ON

SO

SOX

SO X

UOTONISUO))

Kep 30 3y8Ty
uS1so(q Aempeoy]

90UBUSIUIBIA
UOTIONNSU0D)

o3pugd
Ae M o STy

VOW pue 11-¢
‘YL-¥ ‘TI-S
so3ed SIH

VOW pue 11-§
‘YL-v ‘TI-S
so8ed SIH

"100fo1d 2y} £q paysIjowop
2q p[nom ey asory; aoe[dar
01 sarmyonns/s3urpmq
paumo-orjqnd

JO uononnsuod YL, 6

‘omjonns
93puq a3 Jopun spuej
o) JO sonIAT}OR popruLiad
LOUWN 10 SIEj}Y
SUBIDIO A JO Jusunredo
o1} JOJ pue 2INJon)s
03p1Iq 97} JO UOTJONIISTOD
s, LOCOA 103 paxmbaz
syuatuaaiSe Aem Jo WS
osn ofdynuw ysiqeisq '

‘pooyzoquSiou jusor(pe
oy} pue JIed I9]TH

wox aInjonys 93puLq

MU 97} Iopun J1jyen

Jo Sunnox oy pue DINVA
1} 0} 9oUBIIUS 3}

pUe peoy Ssed U0 SO[ONY2A

jusuraambay/jusunrmuIo)) Jo snjels

woIs1A0Ig
repads v
soarnbay

sueld
o 2d8[g

231730 d1qIsuodsay

JuSUI IO
Jo 321no§

S}UaMIAIIMDaY/S]Ua U IO )

8 jo goded
Z00Z/T1/C1 :ore( UOISIARY

Goste  :AunoD 8L¥01/01-700-00-¥C00-6

1079500,y AJUN0,) UOSLIE] 158y :ABMUSIF]

7(200)00-720IVD :ON 109fo1g

3ITI[PIX ] [EJUAWUOIIAT’ 9} Sjuuniuuio) LOdIA

City of Biloxi, Mississippi | FY 2016 TIGER Grant Application



Woolmarket Gateway - Biloxi, Mississippi - Appendix E

.m«o«&,:_ SZIWTUW .10 PIOAE 0) pajudwa[diul 3q [[IM s3andeId juewaSeuey Jsog Surpnpour ‘samseaw pue saanpadord piepue)s pur reanoead 1y

0] I9JInq 100J-(§ pue aseyd usisep UOT)ONISUO)) ‘01-Z ‘01-S UsIew [ep1) UI SIajyng JI0om
SuLmp pauTULIR}op 9q 0} SUOEAS[H SO X sa X o3pug sofegd STa | (‘¥ 0S) 81U $T°GT UTRIUTRIA
ugiso(q Aempeoy
"UOT}ONIISUOD
jnoy3noxy) sa2Inosay
ouLeA Jo Jusunredo(g
‘1¢-9 pue ‘GG | 1ddISSISSI o1} pUe J1AISS
ugiso( Aempeoy ‘01-T ‘01-S | SOLWLYSI] SULEA [eUONEN 94}
snonuyuod pue uroduQ ON ON [BIUSTUUOIIAUF] soSed ST | m A[9SO[0 JI0M 0) aNUIUOD)
L1-9 PUB ‘6C-¥
-oseyd ugisop oy Surnp sueld a3pug ‘01- ‘01-S WoJSAS JUSWIUTRIUOD JJO UnI
103[01d ojur pajerodIoour aq O, SO X SO ug1so(] Aempeoy so8ed STH | Iorem uuols oSpuq yuawa[dur
€9
pu® ‘0¢-9 ‘67-9 Wo)SAS009 91} U0
TIOT)ONISUOD ‘/1-9 ‘cs-p pue | sjoeduur oZIuIuIw 0} s331eq 10
Surmp pejucwejdurr .98 suerd UOTJONISUO)) ‘01-Z ‘01-S umop doy se yons sonbruyosy
u31sop ojur paye1odIoout aq O, So X Sox a3pug so8ed S1d uonoNnsuod [e10ads Jo as)
0€-9 PUe ‘L1-9 'sjoedut oZIUIUTL
"UOTJONI}SUOD ‘€-9 ‘GG-t pue 0} J0ATY B)INOQRIRINOYIT,
Surmp pojustajdur .vmm suerd UOTJONISUO)) ‘01-Z ‘01-S pue rxofig Jo Aeg yoeg I2A0
ugisop ojul pejeIodioour aq OF, SO X sox a3pug sofeq SIF | so8puq 1onnsuoo pue U
wﬂwavhm=—u®m\uﬂwaxaaaw Jo smjel§ UOISTAOIJ sueld NIIO u~n—_m=onmwm JuUIIuIo)) muﬂmaﬁhmﬂcom\wuﬂmgmﬁnaau
Erads v | uooadelqd Jo 32anos
soxmbayy
tosmreq :Aunod 8LY0T/01-200-00-+C00-¥6

g Jo ¢ o3eq
T00T/11/T1 o1 UOISIASY

1070500, ) AJUNO,) UOSILEH 15ed ABMUSIH

AZ00)00-¥20-IVD :ON 109fo1d

ANUI[IXY [eluomuoIIAU” 9} sjmuIuuo) LOdIA

City of Biloxi, Mississippi | FY 2016 TIGER Grant Application



Woolmarket Gateway - Biloxi, Mississippi - Appendix E

*syordury dZruTUTUI 10 PIOAE 0} pajuauwajdur aq [IAs saapdead JusuwraSeue Al 3s3g Surpn[oul ‘soansgaw pue saanpadoad prepue)s pue [eanoread [y

oIe syuotuaainbal pue spaou SuIsnoy
[[€ 18y} SINSU2 0} IS[SAI] M
K19s070 JjIoM I TOAN SutoSuo UOTJONIISUO)) G1-9 pue ‘oseq
PUE SNONUIIUOD S 9seq 9910 uS1so(q Aempeoy ‘12-% ‘01-S 9010, ITY Io[S99 JO Spasu
ITy 19[S993 YIIM UONBUIPIOO)) ONl ON Kep-Jo-1y3ry sofeg S | Sursnoy-jusweocerdar AJsnes
"TUONJOTLISUOD UOTJONISUO)) “SIOpUSJ
Surmp pejuowerduur pue sued o8pug | 0I-ZpueQI-S pue so[1d JueIo[0) UOISI[[OD
j03lo1d ojur pajerodioour aq 07, so X SaX udiso( Aempeoy sa8ed SI9 UM so3pLIq [[B JonLsuo))
Xond
Jo Aeg yoed uo syoedurn
SITRIIY oIqngd 9y} JO 9sNe09q SUOTIN[OS
‘100lo1d ug1so( Aempeoy QATJISUSS 1X91U00 Jusudur
JO uorjemp INOYSNOIY) SNONULIUOD s93pudg | 01-ZPUe QI-S pue u3Isep sonaylsor
pue Suro3uo ndur o1 qng ON S9 X [EIUSUIUOJIAUF so8ed S1d | 98puq ojur indut orpqnd MOV
‘suoneIado Ire aseq
9010, IIy I9[S993] pue SPIIq
-oseyd uSisop ayj Suump sueyd ofpug | L7-9 pue ‘,1-9 | SuneiSiw o} spordmr oZruururit
109(o1d ojur pajerodiodur aq o, SO X SOX ugiso( Aempeoy ‘SS-¥ ‘O1-S 0} 3uny3Iy JsBUW MO] 35
soSed SId
"SBaIe 9891}
-oseyd 7€-9 PUB ‘67-9 I0A0 Teonjorld Se UOTIBAS[O
UOT}ONIISUOO Fuump pajuota]du aq SOUBULIUIBIA] ‘L1-9 ‘661 [JOnuwl Se UTeJUTeW PUB SBaIe
JusuIa.IInbayAuaunmIuIo)) Jo Snje)S | UoISIA0Lg sue[g O dqisuodsay] U0 syuamaImbayy/syustm o)
[eads v | uoddelq Jo 92anog
saamboy
8 Jo gadeq uosteq  :Ajumo) 87y01/01-200-00-¥C00-¥6

C00T/11/C1 -9re( UOISTASY

10105UU0)) Ajuno)) UOSTIEH 158y :ABMUSIH

/(200)00-720-IVD :ON 109fo1d

NUI[IXY [BIUdWUOIIAU 0] Sjudumwmao) T OIA

City of Biloxi, Mississippi | FY 2016 TIGER Grant Application



Woolmarket Gateway - Biloxi, Mississippi - Appendix E

-sjorduu] SZIUITUIUI X0 PIOAE 0} pajuawa(duy 3q s saa13981d Juowadeur Al 1599 SUIPN[IUL ‘SANSEIU PuE saanpadoad piepueys pue [esnoead [[v

01 s1eauIduf jyo sdio) Awry

‘S’ Wim £[9s010 j10m [ LOTA
"UoT)ONIISU0o 0} Joud paureiqo

2q [[IM 10V 10JB A\ UB3[D) 93

JO 0t uonoag Aq parmbar syruued

10U ST Uole3 I 931S-UO JT
‘SpUBIoM

PUIY-UI JO UOTJRI0ISAI

Io uorneaxo Aq uonjesuaduio))
- nonejuowafdurr

oreudordde [Ty -eseyd uSisop 87-9 PUe ‘g1-9 100fo1d wog jynsax
guunp pazijeuy pue padoaAsp uS1so(q Aempeoy ‘ce-p ‘T1-S | PINOM It $199]J9 9SISAPE JY}
9q [[1M UONESHIW PUBTIS M ON ON [BIUSWIUOIIAUG] so8ed ST | I0J uonESHIWI PUB[IOM SPIAOIJ
9
10aford yo pUe ‘8- “11-S
oseyd uSisop SuLmp paurelqo sq o, SOX Sa X a3pug soed SIH jmuad prens) 15e0)) UIRIqO
* S9snoy ysny,, Jo osn azA[eue
‘109fo1d 1msIg 12-9 | pue uononpaI 22Ios SI0U I0¥
Jo aseyd uorjonysuod noysnory} 20URUSUIBIA] | PUR ‘,7-p ‘T1-S | suoneoyrdads s1oImjoejnuenr
pue SuLnp pajuswa[dwI 9q O, SOX oN UOIONISU0)) sofed Q19 | 190w juowdinbs pazLiojow [y
‘syoeduur os10u
20npaI 0) DINV A PuUe j1ed
IS[[TH JO ®BaIR oY} UI sSuy|rel
‘aseyd uSisop o) Suump sueyd o8pug | LZ-yPpPue1l-S o8puq [eunou wey} oy3y
109(oxd ojur pajerodioout aq O, SOX S9 X ug1sa(q Aempeoy soSed ST | 031 USAIS 9q [[IA UOTRISPISUO))
gLl
JTWAAMDaYy /U Un)IIWO0)) JO ST)E)S | WOISIAOLJ sue[g 2930 drqIsuodsay U0 SJUAUIRIMbAY/SIH U ITI0))
eradsy | wooddelg Jo adanog
soxmbay

8 Jo 9edeq
TO0T/TT/CT :e¥e UOISIAY

uostey  :Ajuno) 8.%01/01-700-00-4200-¥6

1019900, AJuno,) UOSLIEH 1seq -Aemysiyg

7(200)00-720-TvVD :ON 10sforg

JIUR[PIX7] [EIUAWHUOIIAU" 0] Sjueunuwo) LOdN

City of Biloxi, Mississippi | FY 2016 TIGER Grant Application



Woolmarket Gateway - Biloxi, Mississippi - Appendix E

*sjaedu] SZIUIUTUI 10 PIOAE 0} pajusw[du 3¢ [ s301ae1d Juawadeue Al Jsog SUIPNIOUI ‘Sa.MSLIW puE saanpadoid paepuess pue [gandead [V

-ooed axe) Suiid o3puq
Jo Jjuowooeld I0 ‘UOTIBABIXD
‘TOTJONISUOD SIoYM LB JoBg
oTJ} JO 90URIBS[O/UONBS1ISOAUL
"UOTJONLISUOD 0} J0LId Pajonpuod o8pug | ¢/-v pue ‘11-S [eo130109€yoIR
aq [[IM SA9AINS [RUONIPPY ON ON [BIUSWIUOIIAUL sa8ed SIH I9)EMISpUN JONPUO))

‘100[01d oy} JO

soseyd [[e InOY3NOIY} NURUOD [[IM
$90In0s0Y SULIRIA JO Jusunreda(g "Suoseas JuLIomofy
1ddissIssTIA pue ‘SIIAN ‘SMASN 10 ‘Gurumeds ‘Furnsou
U)M UOTJRUIpIO0d Suro8uQ 7€-9 PUB ‘L7-9 ojeudoxdde Suump seroads
“UONONISU0D 0} I0Ld pajonpuod ‘cL-p ‘11-S | pereSuepus pue pPoUL}EIIY} IOF
oq [[IM SKOAINS [BUONIPPY ON ON [BIUSWUOIIAUR so8ed SId SK9AINS JRUOTIPPR 1ONPUO))

"300[01d 13 JO
oseyd uSisep oy y3nory; Surofuo a8pug L1-9 pue ‘sjoedwt SuIpeys SZIUTUTIL
pUE SNONUNUOD 9q [[IM SSLISYSL] uS1so(q Aempeoy ‘66~ ‘T1-S 0} SOLISYSL] SULIBJA] [BUOTIBN
QULIEJA] [RUOT)EN] [} 1A UOTJRUIPIO0)) ON ON [2IUSUITIOITAUY so8ed SI1d o} IIM ATSOTO IO AN
‘monesuaduwrod
SEB PAIaJjo aq [[IM AJUno)
‘uorje3nIu UOSIOB( UI S}OB1], UOJRS(J pue
puepiom ojerrdordde oy apiaoid nokeg 10 PIO Y} ‘O[qe[reAr

juduwRImMboy/Jusun o)) Jo snjelS | WOISTAOIJ sue[J 3O d[qIsuodsay JTAUIIIINIO0)) sjuamRIINbay/s3munImIo)
[epadg v | uoadelq J0 931nog
saxmbay

8§ Jo LoFeq
TOOT/TI/TT :2%e( UOISIASY

gosnmer] :Awmo) §ZP0T/01-200-00-7200-V6

T0705Ul0)) AJuno)) UostIer] 3seq AemysIy

/(T00)00-¥20-IVD :ON 10sfo1d

QIUR[IIXT [CIUWIWUOIIAT 0] SJUIUWIUIO,) LOUdIA

City of Biloxi, Mississippi | FY 2016 TIGER Grant Application



Woolmarket Gateway - Biloxi, Mississippi - Appendix E

*syoeduy aZmIrum 10 proAw 03 payusmadury aq [ s9ondeId JudmIdSeue]A] 1S3g SUIPNIUY ‘s9anseat pue saampadold paepur)s pur redyoeld [y

UOTJOTLIISUO))
“UOT)ONISU0D Kep Jo ysSryg qoeaq orqnd oY) WOy
Suump pajuswejdun pue suerd e8pug | ZIi-Spue [1-S pue] Aue o3e} 0} J0U ABM € Ul
1o(oxd ojur pejerodiosur oq of, ON sax uSisa( Aempeoy soSed SIH | 10ofoxd jonysuoo pue udisaq
UONONLISUO))
‘UONONISU0D Kep 70 1UBTY “Jied I8[[TH wox
Suump pajuawayduur pue suejd ofpug | 9-gpueil-S pue] Aue o3e) 03 JoU ABM B UX
109[01d ojur pajerodioout aq o, ON sax uS1sa(J Aempeoy safed QI9 | 30oloxd jonmsuoo pue uSsa(q
JuaWRIIMbayAuduUnItIO)) JO SMIE)S | WOISIAOT] suB[q 33gJO Aqisuodsoy [REIT ) sjuaUIAIINbaYyy/SjuUa U I o)
ewadg v | woadelg Jo 22anog
saxmbayy

g Jo gadeq
200T/11/CT -9¥e( UOISIAY]

uostey  :Auno) §Z¥01/01-¢00-00-+200-+6

T0309T0)) AJUno)) UOSIeH jseq :Aemysry

AZ00)00-7C0-TVD :ON 19afo1g

DUI[[AIX [BIWRUIUOIIAU ~ 0] Sjuduniuamo)) 1 OdIA

City of Biloxi, Mississippi | FY 2016 TIGER Grant Application



Woolmarket Gateway - Biloxi, Mississippi - Appendix E

FHWA-MS-FEIS-03-01-F

EAST HARRISON COUNTY CONNECTOR
HARRISON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
GAI-024-00(002)/94-0024-00-002-10/10478

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
POLICY ACT 42 U.S.C. 4332 (2)(c) BY THE
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
AND :
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

In cooperation with ‘
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Coast Guard,
and U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

01/24/2003 @ M,@i ¥,
7 o

Date of Approval . Federal Highway Administration

For additional information contact:

Mr. Cecil W. Vick Jr. Mr. Claiborne Barmwell

Environmental Team Leader Mississippi Department of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration Environmental/Location Division

666 North Street, Suite 105 P.O. Box 1850

Jackson, Mississippi 39202-3199 Jackson, Mississippi 39215-1850
Telephone: (601) 965-4217 Telephone: (601) 359-7920

City of Biloxi, Mississippi | FY 2016 TIGER Grant Application



Woolmarket Gateway - Biloxi, Mississippi - Appendix E

SUMMARY
S.1  DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION

The Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) Project GAI-024-00 (002)/94-
0024-00-002-10/10478 is a proposal to build a north-south, controlled-access roadway in
Harrison County, Mississippi (see Figure S.1) from I-10 to U.S. 90, a distance of
approximately 6.4 kilometers (4.0 miles). Figure S.2 shows the project study area. The
proposed project will be a multi-lane, limited-access facility. The proposed minimum
right-of-way width is 49 meters (162 feet); however, greater area will be required at
interchange locations.

The purpose of the project is to increase north-south regional mobility between the major
commercial areas of Biloxi and the residential areas to the north, to provide increased
access for the heavy influx of tourists to the area, to lessen traffic congestion on the

existing local highway network, and to provide an additional evacuation route during
hurricane emergencies.

S.2  OTHER MAJOR GOVERNMENT ACTIONS

The Transportation Improvement Program for the Biloxi-Gulfport Urbanized Area has

identified seven future roadway improvements in the project area. These projects are as
follows:

e I-10-six lanes through the entire length of Mississippi,

e Popps Ferry Road-widening to 5 lanes from Cedar Lake Road to Riverview Road and
3 lanes from Riverview to Causeway Drive,

e Cedar Lake Drive —widen to 5 lanes from I-10 Popps Ferry Road,

e (Cowan-Loraine Road — widen to 4 lanes from I-10 to U.S. 90,

e Cowan-Loraine Road — 4 lanes on new alignment from I-10 to new MS 67,
e Signal Improvements at I-10 ramps at Cowan-Loraine Road, and

¢ Relocation of MS 67 from MS 15 to U.S. 49.

e Canal Road from U.S. 90 to I-10, approximately 8 miles west of the East Harrison
County Connector.
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In Association with:

f. teE-sourren o East Harrison County Connector

Project Location

m\biloxi\EIS Graphics\pro jact.dgn Figure S.1
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