
































































Event Overview (Spring Break) 

Purpose: To provide a short overview of the Spring Break event 
compared to other similar large city wide events, such as Scrapin the 

Coast, and Cruisin the Coast. This overview also provides a break down 
of the common issues related to the event. This information is designed 
to give city leaders and city partners an understanding of the event and 
allow them to make an informed decision on its approval or denial. 
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Major Felony Incident 
Comparisons 

All Felonjes: 

-SB vs. Scrapin = 148.19% -t'

-SB vs. Cruisin = 175.99% 1"

LEO Assaults: 

-SB vs. Scrapin = 163.93% 1"

-SB vs. Cruisin = 163.93% 1"

Homicides / Aggravated Assaults: 

- SB vs. Scrapin = 150.37% 1"

- SB vs. Cruisin = 150.37% 1"

•Presented data reflects a three year average, from 2021-
2023.
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Misc. Criminal Data 
Comparisons 

Arrest§_: 

Firearms: 

Narco�jcs; 

-SB vs. Scrapin = 105.43% "t
-SB vs. Cruisin = 95.13% -t-

-SB vs. Scrapin = 102.49% -t-

-SB vs. Cruisin = 196.75% "t

- SB vs. Scrapin = 46.18% -t-

- SB vs. Cruisin = 155.62% "t
•Presented data reflects a three year average, from 2021-
2023. 



An unpermitted 

house party 

currently being 

advertised for the 

2024 Spring Break 

event. 

*The location for this party is

currently unknown.

Example of a "Secret" House/ Hotel party (unpermitted) 

(U//LES) Attempt to Identify Location 

The Biloxi Police Department Criminal Intelligence Unit is disseminating the following information and 

requesting your assistance in helping to identify the location of this party. 

(U//LES) lnformat.ion: 

The Biloxi Police Department Criminal Intelligence Unit has become aware of a Spring Break pool party 

being posted on social media. The promoters are not releasing the location to anyone but ticket holders 

at this time. The location has a large backyard with an -L - shaped pool, a hot tub, and a basketball court. 

If you can identify this location, contact the CIU. 



Example of a "Secret" House/ Hotel party {unpermitted) 

suaneverf' Another example of an 

unpermitted house party 

currently being advertised for 

the 2024 Spring Break event. 

*The location for this party is currently

unknown.

During the 2023 Spring Break event, a pop up house party 

like the examples listed on these slides took place on 

Damon Ct. in north Biloxi. This unpermitted house party 

resulted in several hundred vehicles flooding the 

residential neighborhood, and numerous citizens 

complaints. In order to shut this party down the 

department was forced to divert a significant portion of 

manpower to the area to clear it out. 

- - ------i--·•·-



Event Cost Comparison 
*Presented data was pulled from the 2023 event ofter-action cost analysis. Data listed for Spring Break was from 2022 as we were unable to pull

complete 2023 data at the time of this presentation. 
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Outside Agency Staffing Issues 

12018 12023 

• In 2018 we were able to hire 62 officers
from across the state to assist us with
the Spring Break event.

• In 2023 we were only able to hire 7
officers from across the state to assist us
with the Spring Break event.

This decline in staffing/ assistance is
partially related to national issues with
hiring law enforcement officers,
something every agency has issues with.

• We routinely see a dedine in the
number officers that work one of our
Spring Break events and come back the
following year to assist again. Some
officers have left after only working one
of the event days and would not return
for the subsequent days.

• We routinely have officers from across
the state volunteer to come and assist
with our other events such as Scrapin
the Coast and Cruisin the Coast.

"The above numbers do not represent
HCSO who routinely assists our city
regardless of the event.
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I 
FILLED POSITIONS 

Like every other agency, the Biloxi Police 
Department struggles with recruitment and 
hiring. This is a national issue for every law 
enforcement agency. 

• The Biloxi Police Department is currently
budgeted for 147 full time officers, but only
has 133 of those positions filled. There are
currently 14 unfilled positions.

Ideally the Biloxi Police Department should
have 170 full time officers to deal with our
regular service requirements, general
tourism, and the ever increasing number of
events the city hosts.

•Even wirh 170 full rime officers we would
st/II have ro rely heavily on outside agencies 
ro help staff our major events. 

Being short staffed greatly affects our 
agencies overall ability to staff and safely 
manage ALL large scale events. 



Timeline on Spring Break Issues 
National Issues 

(Late 90' Is Freaknik too hot for Atlanta to handle? Is Freaknik too hot for Atlanta to handle? tam aba .com 
Aside from free-for-all fondling, Freaknik has earned a reputation for producing 
monumental traffic jams and sporadic looting. Many businesses close during tne 
rite of spring, which took place April 17-19 tli1s year. 

:2016) Freakn_ik in Atlanta canceled: 'Community needs to focus on more serious issues' · · · · · needs to focus on more seri-"' :,, .. M

'We don't want spring break here': Miami Beach declares state of emer�ency after 
shootings. NBC News Doha Madani Updated March 21, 2022 'We don t want s rin 
br ak here': Miami Beach d lar tat f m r nc aft r sho ,n a oo.com 

"I know this might be happening all over the country, as I've seen on some national 
reports, but frankly that doesn't make anybody feel better right here," Gelber said. 
"Because this is our city, and we cannot allow ,t to descend into this kind of chaos 
and disorder." 

Spring break: NSB issues youth curfew, requests mutual aid following emergency meeting. 
Brenno carillo The Daytona Beach News-Journal Florida spring break: NSB issues Y.Qulti 
urtew due to large crowds (news-journalonline.com 

These disruptions include "kids crawling on top of buildings, throwing business 
furniture into the road, and accosting business employees,' police sa,d. '100 
officers wouldn't be able to handle tliese kids' 

2024: "Florida's Miami Beach calls it quits with spring break, imposes curfews, 
crackdowns on chaos" Florida's Miam, Beach calls it quits with spring break, impos 
curfews, crackdowns on chaos -gulfl,ve.com 

After three successive years of declaring a state of emergency during spring break, 
for 2024, the city of Miami Beach says spring breakers should "expect curfews, 
security searches and bag checks at beach access i:,_oints, early beach entrance 
closures, DUI checkpoints, bumper-to-bumper traffic, road closures and arrests for 
drug possession and violence." 

Local Issues 

(2000) The first Spring Break event advertised at "Freaknik" comes to the Gulf coast, but 
was unofficially headquartered in Biloxi. The city was grossly unprepared, businesses and 
roadways were completely overrun. Subsequent public outcry over this event was 
significant. 

(2000) Gulfport Police are involved in a Spring Break related shooting after a suspect pulls 
a gun on officers. 

(2002) During the Spring Break event a spring breaker shot at several officers to avoid 
being arrested. A HCSO Deputy was shot and seriously wounded during the incident. 

(2017) Large Spring Break crowds cause several portions of Hwy.90 to completely shut 
down due to large crowds participating in "take over" events. Additionally, large crowds 
take over portions of the Edgewater Mall, loot several stores, seriously assault security 
guards, and two Biloxi Police Officers when they tried to clear the crowds out. 

(2018) One of the main Spring Break event organizers is arrested and subsequently indited 
on federal narcotics trafficking charges related to an arrest during the 2018 Spring Break. 
He was convicted of bringing 108 pounds of cocaine to the coast over the course of several 
years, with an apparent emphasis on the spring break events. 

(2023) Large unruly crowds take over several sections of Hwy.90 bringing traffic to a stop, 
officers had significant difficulty in clearing them out. During this event there was a mass 
shooting which resulted in five citizens being shot, one Biloxi Officer shot, and there was a 
separate event related homicide. 

Numerous officers were assaulted with glass bottles while trying to clear-out 
crowds. 
The Edgewater Mall was forced to close early due to large unruly crowds and 
reports of gunfire. 
"We had five shooting victims including a Biloxi police officer, one homicide and 
several assaults that took place over tlie weekend, all while trying to keep traffic 
moving." said Chief Miller. 
"You have 200 people ?..er officer and you can't control that," said Harrison County 
Sheriff Troy Peterson. 'Not just this event - any event. When it's uncontrolled and 
un-orchestrated chaos with nobody in charge, this is what can happen." Sheriff 
Peterson had deputies backing up Biloxi PD all weekend, but even then, he says it's 
virtually impossible for law enforcement to protect everyone. 
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Event Summary 

• Traffic: Similar traffic congestion issues as the other large events, with the exception of the roadway "take over" events.

• Event Activities: Spring Break has similar common event related activities as the other compared events, however there is traditionally far
less organization, and almost no accountability by the promotors. Additionally, many of the advertised and spontaneous events tend to be
of a sexual nature.

• Financial Costs: Spring Break costs the city approx. $180,000, which is more expensive than Scrapin the Coast, and less expensive than
Cruisin the Coast.

• Participant Mentality: Officers encounter rowdy and drunken participants at all of the major city events. However, the Spring Break event
brings far more participants who openly defy police, participate in "flash mobs" of businesses, and deliberately organize and participate in
"take over" events of our roa_dways.

• Major Felony Incidents: The Spring Break event brings approx. 148 -175% more overall Felony crimes, approx. 163% more LEO Assaults (3.3
per event average), and 150% more Homicide/ Aggravated Assaults than the other compared events.

• Misc. Criminal Data: The Spring Break event brings approx. 95-105% more overall Arrests, approx. 102-196% more Firearm related
incidents, and approx. 46-155% more Narcotic related incidents than the other compared events.

• Staffing: As shown on the previous slides, the Biloxi Police department continues to face staffing issues. The department has to rely on
outside agency support to safely and effectively manage all of our large city events. Spring Break presents the largest challenge for us as it is
harder to get outside agency officers to work this event compared to the others.

• Event History: Although there have been critical and high profile incidents in the past at nearly every major event, no other event has the
negative history that Spring Break does. From its first appearance in 2000, there have been numerous large scale critical incidents such as
murders, multiple shootings, numerous officer injuries, two police officers shot, and a regular flood of citizen complaints concerning the
event.




