Ordinance No.

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 12,
ARTICLE IV PARADES

WHEREAS, the City is in the process of updating its ordinances pertaining to parades
and special events; and

WHEREAS, the Biloxi City Council finds that it is in the best interests of the health,
safety, and welfare of the residents of Biloxi that Chapter 12, Article IV Parades be amended,;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION ONE: That Chapter 12, Article IV Parades be amended as follows:

ARTICLE IV. — PARADES SPECiAL EVENTS ORDINANCE

Sec.12-4-1. — Applicationforpermit. Title.
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This article may be cited as the “City of Biloxi Special Events Ordinance.”
Sec. 12-4-2. — Issuanee-of-permit. Purpose.
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The city council finds and declares that it is necessary for the protection of health, safety,
comfort, and welfare of the general public and the inhabitants of the city that rules and
regulations be established for the purpose of regulating public assemblages with large numbers
of people in excess of those normally drawing upon health, sanitation, fire, police, transportation,

utility, and other public services regularly provided in the city and for the purpose of regulation
assemblages of large numbers of people in excess of those normally using the facilities of

licensed business places or community buildings, so as to impact building capacity, ground
capacity, parking area, or traffic flow. It is the intention of this article to establish reasonable
limits to the demand for police, fire, and other city services, to minimize detrimental effects to

surrounding properties, to recover a reasonable portion of the cost of such events to the city, and
to provide a regulatory framework for permitting special events.

Sec. 12-4-3. — Unlawul-to-eross-erowdrestraint deviece. Definitions.

(a) Applicant shall mean any person or organization who seeks a special event permit from
the city to conduct or sponsor an event governed by this section. An applicant must be 21
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(b)

(©)
(d)
()

®
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(h)

years of age or older and complete a background check administered by the Biloxi Police

Department to be reviewed by the event committee.
Assemblage, assembly, activity, or special event shall mean any group of persons

attending an event, all or any part of which includes an entertainment event, game, show,
exhibition, activity, amusement, theatrical exhibition, display, music festival, rock

concert, parade, run, race, special promotion, (radio remote, grand opening, sidewalk

sale, etc.) or (a) any other similar gathering at a location in which such activity or special
event exceeds the normal and customary use of such location, or (b) any other similar
gathering in excess of those normally drawing upon health, sanitation, fire, police,
transportation, utility, and other public services regularly provided in the city, or (c) any

other similar gathering in excess of the number of persons normally using a place of
business, community buildings (such as schools or churches), streets. parks, municipal
beaches, or other public places, so as to impact buildings capacity, grounds capacity,
parking area or traffic flow. Without regard to the number of persons participating,

parade shall mean any march, demonstration, procession or motorcade consisting of
persons, animals, or vehicles or a combination thereof upon the street, parks, or other

public places within the city with an intent of attracting public attention that interferes
with or has a tendency to interfere with the normal flow or regulation of vehicular or
pedestrian traffic or both upon the streets, parks. or other public places of the city.
Attendant shall mean any person who obtains admission to a special event or assemblage
as defines herein by any means whatsoever.

Vendor shall mean mobile food vendor or mobile food vehicle as defined in Sec. 12-12-2,
OR any other person, business, or entity that is providing goods or services for sale.
Pre-established route shall mean a route (course of travel) along designated streets,
sidewalks. or other street rights-of-way that has been established by the Chief of Police
for use by a special event.

Special Events Committee shall mean the committee designated to review applications for

special events permits and recommend approval, conditional approval or denial to the
office of the Mayor of the City of Biloxi.

Special Events Coordinator shall mean a member of the Biloxi Police Department who
shall have the duty to receive, review, and collect information on all permit applications
submitted pursuant to this article. Once all applicable information concerning the event

has been gathered. the event will be classified in accordance with this ordinance and the

information will be provided to the Special Events Committee for recommendation of
approval, conditional approval or denial by the Office of the Mayor of Biloxi/City

Administration.

Sponsor shall mean any person, organization, association, committee, or group who
organizes, promotes, conducts or causes to be conducted an assembly as defined herein.
Permit Issuing Authority shall mean the Director of the Department of Community
Development or their designee.




Ord. No.

(G) Event Tier shall be used to define the permitting requirements for events of varying sizes:

1) Tier 1 Permit is for a special event which will require more than 75 extra personnel
hours and/or for which the attendance is anticipated to be in excess of 1000 persons
over the entire period of the special event (e.g., Cruisin’ the Coast).

2) Tier 2 permit is for a special event which will require between 50 to 75 extra
personnel hours and/or for which attendance is anticipated to be from 500 to 999
persons over the entire period of the special event (e.g., Gulf Coast Marathon).

3) Tier 3 permit is for a special event which will require between 25 and 50 extra
personnel hours and/or for which attendance is anticipated to be from 200 to 499
persons over the entire period of the special event (e.g.. Mayor’s Cup 5K).

4) Tier 4 permit is for a special event requiring fewer than 25 extra personnel hours
and/or for which attendance is anticipated to be less than 200 persons over the entire
period of the special event (e.g., Halloween in Hiller).

5) [Tier 5 permit is for a special event, which will require no city services over the entire
period of the special event.

Sec. 12-4-4. — Exemptions-from-artiele: Creation of Special Events Committee.

(a) There is hereby created a Special Events Committee, which is designated to review all

information provided by the Special Event Coordinator, and other gathered information

they deem relevant, concerning a proposed Tier 1 or Tier 2 event, pursuant to this article.

The Special Event Committee will recommend to the Office of the Mayor to approve,

conditionally approve or deny event requests made in accordance with this ordinance.
(b) The committee shall be comprised of members representing the applicable city

departments and/or divisions. Said committee shall have the authority to establish
regulations for the orderly enforcement and administration of this article, which shall be

consistent with the provision of this article. The composition of the committee shall be
the following departments: ’

1) Biloxi Police Department:

2) Biloxi Fire Department:

3) Public Works:

4) Parks and Recreation;

5) Community Development: and

6) Member, or designee, City of Biloxi Administration
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(c) The Special Events Committee shall meet at the time and place of the Development
Review Committee meeting.

(d) Further, with regard to any Coliseum events, or other County-sponsored events occutring
within the City of Biloxi, the Special Events Committee will include and/or invite a designee
or representative from (i) the Mississippi Coast Coliseum Commission, (ii) the Harrison
County Board of Supervisors, and (iii) the Harrison County Sheriff’s Department. This

committee shall meet once per month at a designated time and location to review, discuss and

coordinate upcoming events occurring at the Coliseum or other County sponsored events
within the City.

Sec. 12-4-5. — Pieketing—Permit required; exemptions.

(a) Any persons desiring to conduct or sponsor an assembly or other special event in the city
shall first obtain a special event permit application from the Special Events Coordinator.
A special event permit is NOT required for the following:

1) Any event not anticipated to impact public services regularly provided in the city or in
excess of the number of persons normally using the licensed business places,
community buildings (such as schools or churches). parks or other public places,
parking area or traffic flow.

2) Funeral processions and wedding services.

3) Any event occurring at a municipality owned or managed venue for which a separate
rental agreement with the City has been executed. However, any mobile food vendors
as defined in Section 12-12-2, or Vendor defined in Section 12-4-3(d). shall still be
required to apply for permitting under those sections.

(a) Prior to doing any construction, excavation, grading or encroachment required for the

special event or assemblage, the permittee or applicant shall obtain from the Community

Development Department all necessary permits therefor.

(b) All food and beverage permittees or applicants on or near the premises or affiliated with

the special event shall apply for a mobile food permit as required by Code of Ordinance
Sections 12-12-1 through 12-12-9,

(c) If amplified sound will be used, the permittee or applicant shall obtain an amplified
sound permit through the Biloxi Department of Police. The Special Events Committee
will consider the location of any residential neighborhoods when granting, denying or
granting with restrictions an amplified sound permit.
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(d) If any planned special event offers regulated business under the City of Biloxi Regulated
Business Licensing and Permitting Ordinance, the permittee or applicant shall obtain all
applicable State and City business licenses required thereunder.

Sec. 12-4-7. — Prohibition-ef-animals-and-reptiles: Application procedure.

Any person, business or organization desiring to sponsor an assembly or other special

event not exempted by section 12-4-5 of this article shall apply for a special event permit by

filing an application with the Special Events Coordinator of the Biloxi Police Department on a
form supplied by the City of Biloxi. The following timelines for applications apply:

EVENT TIER UP TO NO LATER THAN**
1 360 Days Prior to the Event 120 Days Prior to the Event
2 240 Days Prior to the Event 90 Days Prior to the Event
3 120 Days Prior to the Event 60 Days Prior to the Event
4 60 Days Prior to the Event 30 Days Prior to the Event
5 60 Days Prior to the Event 30 Days Prior to the Event

**The Special Events Committee may waive this time limit requirement for events

currently scheduled in 2023, prior to the passage of this Ordinance. The Special Events
Committee may also consider an application filed after the deadline upon showing of good cause

and that the event is for the primary purpose of exercising the right to assemble or freedom of
speech.

Sec. 12-4-8. — Penaltyfor-violation-ofartiele. Contents of application form.

The application for a special events permit shall provide the following information:
(a) All Events.

1) Name, address. and telephone number of the applicant/sponsor and an alternate

contact person;
2) Ifthe event is proposed to be sponsored by an organization, the name, address. and

telephone number of that organization. the authorized head of the organization, and
the name. address and telephone numbers of the organization’s agent and/or officers:




Ord. No.

3)
4)
5)
6)

7)
8)

9

and if requested by the event coordinator, written authorization to apply for the special
events permit by an officer of the organization;

Name, address, and telephone number of the person who will be present and in charge
of the event on the day the event is to be held;

Exact location and area of the premises on which the assembly is planned and a full
description of the proposed activity:

Exact location and area of the lands to be used for parking and uses incidental to the
activity and/or assembly:

Type of event and purpose of the event:

Dates and hours during which the assembly is to be conducted:

An estimate of the minimum and maximum number of attendants, vendors, and other
persons expected to attend the assembly, together with detailed information supporting
such estimate;

Type and estimated number of vehicles, animals, and structures that will be used at the
event;

10) Description and location(s) of any sound amplification equipment that will be used at

the event;

11) Whether any food or beverages, including alcoholic beverage, or merchandise will be

sold at the event;

12) During the event, if concerts, shows, contests, or other activities are advertised:

i. The date(s) and times of the promoted activity:

ii. The location of the activity:

iii. The name of all performer(s) or entertainer(s);

iv. The name and contact information of the person or entity who is promoting the
event or concert:

v. The number of tickets sold for the promoted event or concert:

vi. The security plan for the promoted event or concert, which must include the
number of private security personnel and their names to be utilized at the event
or concert, and any approved request(s) for BPD off-duty police.

The written notification required pursuant to this subsection must be remitted to
the Event Coordinator within the specified Tier time frame prior to the promoted
event or concert.

13) Each application for permit shall be accompanied by a detailed explanation, including

drawings and diagrams where applicable, of the prospective plan of the permittee to
provide for the following:
i. Food and water supply and facilities:
ii. Health and sanitation facilities;
iii. Medical facilities and services including emergency services and equipment:

iv. Vehicle access and parking facilities. If the proposed public assembly is
_expected to require additional parking than can be provided at the location of the
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assembly, then the applicant must submit plans showing where additional
parking will be provided and a letter and/or contract from the owners of the
property granting approval for such use;
v. Illumination facilities:
vi. Communication facilities;
vii. Noise control and abatement;
viii. Facilities for cleanup and waste disposal:
ix. Insurance and bonding arrangements;

(b) In addition to the above information, the following additional information is required for

parades. races, and other events occurring along a route.

1)

2)
3)

4
3)
6)
7

The assembly point for the event, the time at which units of the parade or other event
will begin to assemble;

The route to be traveled;

Whether the parade or other event will occupy all or only a portion of the streets
proposed to be traversed:

The intervals of space to be maintained between units of a parade or other event:
The number, type and size of floats:

Material and maximum size of any signs and banners to be carried along the route:
Any rules or regulations developed by the organizers that apply to the event.

(c) Any supplemental information, which the Special Events Committee shall find
reasonably necessary, under the particular circumstances of the special event application,

to determine whether to recommend approval, conditional approval or denial of a special

event permit.
(d) Statement of understanding. All applications must certify they understand the grant of

any permit under this article shall not be deemed waiver on the part of the city of the

terms of any other ordinance or policies of the city.

Sec. 12-4-9. - Action on applications for events.

(a) Tier 1 and Tier 2 events

1)

Once the Police Department Special Events Coordinator receives a special events
request for a Tier 1 or Tier 2 event, the Special Events Coordinator will review and
investigate matters relevant to the application, and within 15 calendar days of receipt
thereof, prepare a package containing all provided and collected information and
forward it to the Special Events Committee. The Special Events Committee shall
review matters relevant to the application, and within seven (7) calendar days of
receipt thereof, shall recommend the issuance, set conditions prerequisite to the

issuance of, or recommend the denial of the permit to the Office of the Mayor of
Biloxi. The Office of the Mayor of Biloxi, with such coordination as required or

requested with the Biloxi City Council, shall, if approved; direct the permit issuing

authority to issue an event permit. collecting such deposits or fees as required. If
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denied, the Office of the Mayor of Biloxi will direct the permit issuing authority to
notify the applicant., in person or by certified letter, of the grounds for denial in

writing. The applicant will also be notified of their right of appeal to the Biloxi City

Council as detailed in Section 12-4-13 of this ordinance.

(b) Tier 3, Tier 4 or Tier 5 events.

1)

Once the Police Department Special Events Coordinator receives a special events
request for a Tier 3, Tier 4 or Tier 5 event, the Special Events Coordinator will review
and investigate matters relevant to the application, and within 15 calendar days of

receipt thereof, prepare a package containing all provided and collected information
and forward it for review to the Special Events Committee. The review will be
conducted by such members, and in a manner consistent with, internal rules
established by the Special Events Committee.

Sec. 12-4-10. - Grounds for denial of application or revocation of a special event permit.

(a) The Special Events Committee shall recommend approval of an application for a Special

Event Permit unless it is determined from consideration of the application, or other
pertinent information, any of the following, which shall also be justification for the

Special Events Committee to recommend revocation of a previously issued permit.

1)

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

7)

8)

Information contained in the application or supplemental information requested from
the applicant is found to be false in any material detail; or

The applicant fails to complete the application form within five calendar days after
being notified of the additional information or documents required; or

Another special event permit application has been received prior in time, or has
already been approved, to hold another event at the same time and place requested by
the applicant; or so close in time and place as to cause undue traffic congestion: or
Another special event permit application has been received prior in time or has already
been approved such that the police department is unable to meet the needs for police
services for both events; or

The time, route, or size of the event will substantially interrupt the safe and orderly
movement of traffic contiguous to the event site or route, or disrupt the use of a street

at a time when it is usually subject to great traffic congestion; or

The concentration of persons, animals and vehicles at the site of the event, or the
assembly and disbanding areas around an event, will prevent proper police, fire, or
ambulance services to areas contiguous to the event: or

The size of the event will require diversion of so great number of police officers of the
city to insure that all participants stay within the boundaries or route of the event, or to

protect participants in the event, as to prevent normal protection of the remainder of
the city: or

The parade, or other event moving along a route, will not move from its point or origin
to its point of termination in three hours or less; or








































